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out and try to communicate to more
people across West Virginia and the
Nation, in Kentucky and Illinois, to
Montana, to California, to demonstrate
to them that you are already using
coal. You are getting the advantages of
coal.

Work with us to get the clean coal
technology so that we can cut down
our emissions. The idea of shutting off
coal is short-sighted, and the rest of
the world isn’t following.

Someone said about leadership: You
know, if no one is following you, then
all you are doing is a man taking a
walk.

So we have to find people that can
lead. We have groups that are willing
to take this on and fight for coal, fight
for the jobs and the people that are af-
fected by this.

So I thank you all for coming out
here tonight.

I yield back the balance of my time,
Mr. Speaker.

———————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1994, VA ACCOUNTABILITY
ACT OF 2015, AND PROVIDING
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.R.
3236, SURFACE TRANSPORTATION
AND VETERANS HEALTH CARE
CHOICE IMPROVEMENT ACT OF
2015

Mr. SESSIONS (during the Special
Order of Mr. MCKINLEY) from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 114-234) on the
resolution (H. Res. 388) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1994) to
amend title 38, United States Code, to
provide for the removal or demotion of
employees of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs based on performance or
misconduct, and for other purposes,
and providing for consideration of the
bill (H.R. 3236) to provide an extension
of Federal-aid highway, highway safe-
ty, motor carrier safety, transit, and
other programs funded out of the High-
way Trust Fund, to provide resource
flexibility to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for health care services,
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

CALIFORNIA DROUGHT SOLUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GRAVES of Louisiana). Under the
Speaker’s announced policy of January
6, 2015, the gentleman from California
(Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, we
had a most interesting discussion on
coal. Let’s continue on with natural re-
sources for a few moments here.

I represent a good portion of the
State of California. I put this map up
as an opportunity for interested parties
to observe what is happening in the
State of California.

We are well into the fourth year of
our drought in California. You can see
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from this map, in 2003, we had a serious
drought, the yellow.

We are now looking at July 1, 2014.
The yellow is now just a small part of
the State of California, meaning it is
still serious.

It is mostly out in the delta, out in
the desert and in southern California,
Imperial Valley, part of San Diego,
Riverside, and San Bernardino County.

And there is a little bit of drought up
here in the far north, north coast area,
in Del North County.

The red and the brown, that is really,
really serious. So California is really in
a very serious state of hurt at the mo-
ment.

The drought is severe. It is having an
enormous impact not just in the San
Joaquin Valley, but really throughout
the entire State of California.

Twenty-five percent water reduction
is mandated by the State for the entire
State. And so, in southern California,
central California, northern California,
that dramatic reduction in the con-
sumption of water is well underway.

I live here in the central part, in the
delta of California, which I will talk
about at some length.

Three weeks ago this House passed
legislation to address this issue, the
Valadao bill. What it really was all
about was a relaxation of the environ-
mental protections and, thereby, a
mechanism to basically take what
water remains in northern California
here in the Sacramento Valley and
transport it down into the San Joaquin
Valley here.

It is basically the classic water grab,
which we have seen so much of over the
years.

While all of that talk is going on here
in Washington, D.C., what is happening
is that California is doing what it has
done so very well, and that is mine not
coal, which we heard about from our
colleagues from the coal states, but,
rather, mine water.

This map basically shows what is
happening in the aquifers of California.
In June of 2002, you see a lot of green.
The aquifers, while still depleted, were
thought to be in pretty good shape.

In 2008, as a result of expansion of ag-
riculture in cities and communities
throughout California, the mining of
water was going on so much so that we
are now beginning to see these yellow
and brown areas show up.

As the drought continued on from
2008 to 2014, we are beginning to see the
very severe overdraft of the aquifers of
California. Will these aquifers rebound
when the rains return? Perhaps.

But we also know that many of them
will not. And the result of this extraor-
dinary overdrafting of the aquifers in
California will place in jeopardy many,
many communities, agricultural com-
munities as well as the human commu-
nities.

We know that down here in the San
Joaquin Valley along the eastern side
communities are simply out of water.

The aquifers have been mined, over-
drafted, to the point where there is no
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more ability to draw from the aquifers,
and these communities are out of
water today.

Extraordinary efforts are underway
to provide these communities, many of
whom are low-income communities
with very little resources of their own,
unable to dig deeper wells to provide
themselves with water.

So part of the bill that passed 3
weeks ago attempted to address this,
but in a very insufficient way.

There are alternatives. There are
ways that California can and must deal
with the drought, and they basically
are short term, immediate, and long
term.

That legislation has been introduced.
I draw the attention to the Huffman
bill, which is a comprehensive effort to
deal with California’s both short-term
and long-term efforts.

I also draw attention to the Napoli-
tano bill and basically draw your at-
tention to how it should not be done,
which was the Valadao bill.

Now, action is underway in the Sen-
ate. Our Senator, DIANNE FEINSTEIN, is
about to introduce legislation. We have
not had a chance to see the full legisla-
tion.

We do know that some of the
Huffman bill is introduced into it, and
we know that some of the Napolitano
bill is also introduced.

I want to deal with those opportuni-
ties that present themselves and, at
the same time, suggest that the
Valadao bill should not be passed.

There is no need to push aside the en-
vironmental laws. There is no need to
waive the California constitution and
the water rights system in the con-
stitution as the Valadao bill does. It is
hidden, but it is there.

So what I want to really talk about
is how we can address the California
water needs. I call this the little sip/big
gulp strategy. It is a proposal that I
made some 3 years ago and continue to
work on. It is a water plan for all of
California.

It is similar to a program put out by
the California administration, not for
tunnels, not the California water fix,
not the BDCP—all of those programs
are simply a way to transfer water—
but, rather, what we call a water fix, a
water plan, for all of California.

Basically, what it involves is a mech-
anism to provide water for the growing
population of California for the agri-
cultural areas, Sacramento and San
Joaquin, called the Great Central Val-
ley, for the urban regions here in the
bay area and down in southern Cali-
fornia.

I will go through it very, very quick-
ly.
Let’s talk about southern California.
Basically, it now takes water from
northern California from the Colorado
River. It brings water into the south-
ern California area, where it is con-
sumed.

After being cleaned, it is consumed.
It is cleaned yet again, and a great
amount of water is dumped then into
the Pacific Ocean.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-26T14:45:58-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




